Noninvasive assessment of upper extremity and hand ischemia.
The diagnosis and follow-up of patients with ischemic problems of the arm and hand is facilitated by the selective use of simple noninvasive methods readily available in most vascular laboratories. These tests help differentiate between obstruction and vasospasm and document the severity of the circulatory impairment. Although they may not establish etiology, they often clarify the need for further laboratory tests or arteriography.